


Forefl o rl

As the Rotary Club of Niles, chartered on December g, 1937

celebrates its Silver Anniversaqr, it should be noted that a

unique challenge for communit5r senrice was accepted by many of
its members who helped to incorporate three new cities within the

club's generally defrned rural tenitory.
These Rotarians, approximately 60 of them, have served or

continue to serve without pay as mayom, councilmen, commis-
sioners or in other capacities in the Cities of F\emont, Newark
and Union City.

These became the llth, 12th and 13th cities in Alameda

Counff, the first municipalities formed in the count5r since 1908.

Fremonl the third largest city in area in Califomia and 24th
in the United States, is unique in its consolidation of frve countr5r

towns, records of the League of Califomia Cities indicate. It
covers nearlya hundred square miles of scenichills and canyons,
a flat valley floor and the south-eastem edge of San Francisco
Bay.

Fremont is expected to have a population of over .200,000
before another quarter cenhr4l has passed. In 1937, the combined
population of the eight towns in the new club's territory was
estimated at about 13,000.

This bnief commentaqr is in no way intended as a history of
the area involved. nor does it minimize the efforts of other civic-
minded citizens in community building. Due, however, to manda-

tory brevity and the nature of this report, only the names of
Rotarians are used, unless othenrise noted.

Related here are merely the recollections of 25 years of
service by members of this club, as I observed them while cover-
ing a beat for a mehopolitan newspaper.

Glad.ys Willianson
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Charles W. "Chuck" Kraft (as he looked
when he was elected charter president of
thc ltotary CIub of Niles in 1937.) Chuck

exprcsses his evaluation of the past 25

years with ernphasis on "the fun and fellow-
ship of working and playing together over a

lot of years - best summarized by Rotary
as "lhe development of acquaintance as an

opportunity for service'."
Kraft was born at f]uffalo, New York;

received his Il.S. f)egree in Business Ad-

minishation at the University of Illinois in

1928; served with the N{ilitary Reserves for

six years and is now president of Kraftile
Clo., Fremont. He and his wife, Anne, have

five children, Janres F., Herbert 1,., N4ary

MarLha Peltzer, Charles S. and Leonard W.

As chairman of the club's historical
comrnittee, he should be credited largely
with the completion of tliis document,

assembled during the past eight months,

but first suggested about three years ago.

Elwood A. Weitmann, 26th president,

during whose term the Rotary Club of Niles
published its Silver Anniversary history, is
a native Califomian, bom at Sacramento.

He attended the Sacramento Junior

College and the day after graduation in

1936 went to work for the Rank of America.

He is now this bank's branch manager at
Fremont. I{e and his wife, Grace Marie, who

did the sketches for this history, moved to

Fremont on August 1, 1956.

Weitmann remarks that "Having reached

the 25th anniversary, we will continue our

day to day endeavors in community service

and civic responsibilities that will later

hecome a part of our club's history. We

cannot and wewill not rest upon the laurels
of the past. We must use them as an inspi-
ration in our unceasing effort to further the

ideals and the objectives of Rotary in our

community and throughout the world."
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ROTARY COMES TO A COUNTRY TOWN

1937

The suggestion that a Rotary Club be organized at Niles was greeted with spon-
taneous enthusiasm along Main Sheet.

It was not really Main Street, but that is what everyone called it. On the Alameda
County maps it was First Street.

But it was the main street - as a matter of fact, the only street in the so-called
business section. For the most part, it was a one-sided sheet with the bus depot and

most of the stores and offices along the west curb facing a line of tall trees on the east.
The trees had been planted by Giles Chittenden when he and his wife, affectionately

known by the community as "Nanna," built the Hotel Belvoir in the 1880's. Giles had
hauled water in barrels in a horsedrawn wagon and watered those trees with a bucket.

Back of the hees were the railioad tracks and the Niles Depot. "Niles" was the
name of a railroad official forwhom the "town" was namedwhen the frrst trans-continental
railway was completed at the west end of Niles Canyon in 1869.

The settlement had been previously known as Vallejo Mill because of the flour mill
built at Highway 9 (now Mission Boulevard) and the Niles Canyon Highway by Don Jose
Jesus Vallejo, first secular administrator of the Mission San Jose de Guadalupe which
is about four miles south of the Canyon intersection on the road to San Jose.

Some historians claim the mill was the first on the Pacifrc Coast, built in the 1840's
or 1850's depending upon which source you prefer.

Frankly, not too many changes have been made along Main Sheet. The frre hall has

been moved to Second Street. The local office of the hand-cranked telephones has dis-
appeared along with the advent of the dial system. The studio of the Essanay Film Co.,
where Charlie Chaplin and Ben Turpin with their contemporaries made rnotion pictures
in the early 1900's has been removed.

However, some of the homes of the film stars are still occupied as residences on

Second Street.

Two Niles Rotarians were identified with the silent movies here - Ben Murphy,
mortician and a former grocer, one of many local residents who served as "exttras,o' and
Leon Solon, former motorcycle officer who became "personally acquainted" with many

of the film stars.
For the most part the business district looks about the way it did twenty-frve years

ago when the possibility of a local Rotary CIub was discussed at the City of Florence
Restaurant.

s
ROTARY MAKES HISTORY AT NILES

The new club would be the first in Southern Alameda County. It also would be the
first Rotary Club to be organized in an unincorporated area in Northern Califomia.

In these respects it would be making history in one of California's most historic
communities.

Advocates proposed the club would cover Washington Township's eight rural settle-
ments, some of them started more than a century ago.

Others in addition to Niles were Mission San Jose where the mission was founded
in June 1797; Alvarado, where the first Alameda County Court House was located in 1853;

Centerville, where the Mormons had built their first chapel and school in the early 1850's



and where an 1fl4; gravestone in the Blacow plot in the 1853 Presbyterian Church ceme-

iery constitltes the earliest visible evidence of non-Indian occupancy of the township.

The other comrnuniiies were Newark, where the mission padres started what has

become the world's largest solar processing of salt; Warm Springs, where the natural

hot springs, claimed by the lndians to have medicinal value, atbacted a resort develop-

ment in the 1860's; Irvington, home of the 1872 Washington College atbended by many Bay

Area notables; and Decoto, named in honor of the pioneer family whose land furnished

the site for the town established in the 1870's.

These were the neighborhoods which would furnish the members for the new Rotary

Club. They covered ll3.-square miles of scenic and varied topography, a valley covered

mostly with orchards and farm lands, reaching from Hayward's southern boundary (about

twenty miles south of Central Oakland) to the Santa Clara County line, and from the rolling

hills and canyons on the east to the south shor€s of San Flancisco Bay on the west.

Mission Peak, reaching 2,517 feet into the clouds above the old mission, and the

higher hills were sometimes snow-covered in winter, and in the years of heavy rain, which

were not too frequent, the Alameda Creek and other streams overflowed, flooding hundreds

of acres of land, roads and sometimes, even homes.

s

FOR UNITY

The eight towns were acutely conscious of their individual identies, although few

of their citizens, if any, knew the exact locations of the borurdaries which divided their

eight elementary school districts, frre dishicts or the scores of over-lapping county and

state jurisdictions.

The idea of incorporating the whole township into one city had been mentioned off

and on, but nobody got excited about it, one way or another'

The fostering of some kind of unity among the separate dishicts was one of the

ideas considered in a more or less general way by some of those favoring the inboduction

of Rotary into the townshiP.

The only argument against it was that the new organization might interfere with or

dehact from the Niles Chamber of Commerce, organized in 1908 and revitalized about

1921, the only businessmen's group functioning at that time'

A Junior Chamber of Commerce had been formed at Niles in 1935 and was responsible

for the 40 bv 1b0 foot concrete "Niles" sign which can be seen on a hillside east of the

business center just norbh of the intersection of the Niles Canyon Highway and Mission

Bouievard.

The community service philosophy of Rotary

advocates argued.

would help the Chamber of Commerce,

The first mention of a Rotary CIub at Niles had been made at the then Dishict No.

105 assembly held in Oakland in August 1937'

-r he matter was brought before the Hayward Rotary CIub in September by President Al

Frii.grr, and on October 12, Dishict Govemor Allison Ware instructed Ralph H- Anderson

of Ha],,vard irs his special representative to proceed with organizing the new club.

Ll. Fr. "Teii" Classbrook, manager of the local water office, was the first to mention

the proi,osai lt Niles, initially to Dr. Tom c. wilson, dentist, and to c. w. "chuck"

Firaft, p(:siiicnt of a tena cotta tile firm on the Niles-Alvarado Road.

Soon, others were drawn into the discussions during the lunch hour at the Florence.
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Sixtecn davs aftcr l)istrict Govcrnor Ware's move, sixleen memlx,rs rvere'c'nrolled in

the provisional club. On Novenrbcr 10, word was received that the ltotary Club of \iles
had been acccptc<l into full nrcrnlrcrship n'ith ltotary Inlernational.

On December 9, 1937, thc charter night dinner was ser.red at the Veterans \temorial
Building at Sccond and E Streets.

A downpour of rain greeted Lhe 275 guesfs assembled to witness the presentation of a
charter to Club No. 4455, Rotary International, by District Governor Ware, past president

of the Chico Club.

The dinner was servcd by thc Washingbon Township Post of the American Legion
and its Auxiliary. Attending were representatives of eighteen Rotary Clubs along nith
other distinguished guests and their wives.

lntroductions were by H. J. Brunnier, a charLer member of the San Francisco Club
which was the second to be organized after Rotary was founded in 1905 at Chicago.
Brunnier was the first district governor of District No. 2.

Among the guestswere Dist. Gov. Charles Wheeler, DistrictNo. 104; Past Dist. Govs.

Charles Heywood and Harvey Lyon of old Dishict No. 2; Alameda County Supervisor

George Hellwig; Judge J. A. Silva, Washingl,on Township Justice of the Peace and later
a Rotarian; W. B. Kirk, president of the Niles Chamber of Commerce; Lawrence Sharpe,

president of the Niles Junior Chamber of Commerce; Mrs. C. H. Franklin, )iiles Parent-

Teacher Association president. and members of the nress.

The chorier dinner for the new Niles Rotory Club wos served
in the Veterons Memoriol Building on Second Streei, December 9, 1937.

Dr. Tirlly C. Knoles, then president of the College of the Pacific at Stockton, a
f,ormer dishict governor and a past president of the Stockton Rotary Club was the speaker.

The new club was showered with gifts by representatives of Rotary Clubs and their
Rotary Annes from Alameda, Albany, Berkeley, Burlingame, Los Gatos, oakland, Palo
Alto, Pittsburg, Richmond, San Francisco, San Jose, San Leandro, San \{ateo, Santa Clara,
Stockton, Sunnyvale, Tlacy, Walnut Creek and Hayward.



Charter officers intrcxluced were C. lV. "Chuck" Kraft, president; E. F. "Ted"
Glassbrottk, vice-president; Richard C. "Dick" Attinger, secretary; Dr. T. C. "Tom"

\\ilson, sergeant-at-arms; !-. Dixon Bristow, director; Clark A. "Griff ' Griffin' John E.

Kimber, George \la-vs, Julius J. "Jack" Vieux, Fred V. Jones, Dr. Edgar C. Dawson,

Robert A. Blac'ow, George Bonde, Henry O. N{cCormick and Dr. E. C. Grau' all of Niles;

and George L. Smith of Decoto.

With the exception of Smith, Kimber and N{ays, all of them had offices on or within a

block of \lain sbeet and its northerly extension, now Niles Boulevard.

Within a few yearsi the club roster represented all eight township communities.

Evenfualll', it sponsored nerv Rotary clubs at Livermore and at Newark. Approximately 60

of its present or former members in 1962 are serving or have served without pay on boards,

commissions or committees in the three new cities tlrey helped to create within the club's

tenitory as it rvas generally defined in 193?.

1938

81' the end of the charter year, t}re club had gained its first new member, John A.

"\lac'i \tcDonald, garden hobbyist, veteran judge at tlre Oakland Spring Garden Show, one

of the organizers of the Fpmont Garden Club and the Fremont Flower Show.

"\lister Daffodil" \{as a nurseryman by profession before retiring to his own garden

near t1e old \lission several years ago to originate new daffodil varieties, contribute to

garden magazines and assist rvith ftower sholvs and photographic contests.

He hai been a Niles school hustee and a fire commissioner and participated in incor-

poration shxlies. He rvas the club's man of the year in 1947, has served as club secr€tary'

'"Piniontt editor and on numerous comnlittees.

The sec.ond nerv member was Edward E. Enos, then Niles Postmaster. His list of

communitl' services are too numerous to mention here, but his name appears frequently

throughout this 2tsyear story. [Ie is now a director of the Washington Township Hospital

District rvhich he helped to establish, a member of the Alameda County Planning Com-

mission and is Frremont's representative on the county mosquito abatement board.

Others joining during the club's first half year wer€ the Rev. Richard C. Day, E- E.

Dias.'Dr. Kermit Schaaf and Judge J. A. Silva.

.lp
rF

HISTORIC MEEiING PLACE

\\eekl1' noon luncheon meetings rvere held at the historic Hotel Belvoir. At the

orchard entrance to this rvell-known Bay Area spot, the club erected a ten-foot Rotary

rvheel.

Postcard pictues of the wheel were distributed to advertise the meetings of the

"smallest club with the biggest sign" and its slogan: "Double four, double five, small

club but doubll' alive."
The postcards and the big rvheel attracted more than the average number of "make-

ups'? and other visitors at Thursday meetings.



Eorly-doy meetings of the Niles Rotory Club

were held ot the hisfori c Hotel Belvoir on

Mi ssion Boulevord.



Clrorter members GEORGE SMITH

goii irophy ci the internotionoi

(left) oncj DR. TOM

Rolcry Con{erence in

WILSON .oplure the Clorksburg

Scn Frcnci sco. June l938'
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The l0-foot Rotory Wheel ploced ot the entronce to the historic Hotel Belvoir
otirccfed mony moke-up visifors to the new club in 

.I937.

"The bringing ill of such oLrLsitkl contact-q ,r.n(l thi.) r()aliziltion that llotary is a rvorld-
widc organization lvilh a vef]' {lefiniic bond oI synrpalhy iind un(icrstanding anrong liotarians
ever5zv'rherc did rnrrclt to clinrinatc tlic narrorv outlook that sonrctinrcs oxlsls in snrlll con-
lnulritics." Krirft suirl.

Al thc'charter clinner, one.speal(cr lrtrd said: o"['his rnarlis a ncw cor]col)t - liirrdling
the spiril of Rotary in small districts as well us in larsc citics.

*

,fIII' PINION

'lhrec months affer charber night, thr: clrrb issucrl thc filsl of its rvocl<lv no\!s lctlcrs,
The Pinion. Of thc seven new clubs in thc District that.vciir, tlrc Nilcs (liub was onc of
two which published weckly bulletins.

'fhe original staff consisted of Presitlcnt [(raft, \lcl)onalr] irnrl \\ilson, lvho is asain
at the editor's desk. tlventy,fivc years latcr.

Also in March, the sponsoring IIa.vn,urrl []lub hostcLl thc firsl intcr-citv nrccting firr
tne new group.

"Our {'elloivs are thrillod
marl<ed Ila.vrvard [)residcnt Al

over tlic finc shorving orrr lustv off'.spring has rnatlc," rc-
I,-ra gcr,

Niles llotarians bccitnter active in l)istric't a{'firirs. In April, (lcorgc Snrith and'l'onr
!Vilson toppcd ther Oaklanrl CILrb's sl)ring golf tounranr('r)t an(l rvcnt on to lvin tlic (lltrrks-

burg International lrophy at the llotar.y Iniernational (lon{'crcncc in Jrrnc.
Thc Confercncc was held in San fi'rancisco whcrr: tho Niles Olub rlistinguishorl ilsclf'

as onc of thc fcw that had a 100 per cent attendancc. 'l'hc "On to San I,-rancisco (lonr-

mittee" was composed of George Smith, Ed tlnos and Jack Vicrux,
Anoflrcr club honor was the appointrnent of Presidcnt Kraft to thc general confcrence

committee.
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Club members divided credit with their Rotary Annes for the following letter received

from Herbert Shuey, San Francisco Rotarian:

"I have heard a great deal about your young club and I want to congratulate you

on the fine standing and reputation you have built up in such a short time. I wish

that there were more clubs as active and industrious as you are - my heartiest

congrahrlations ! "
A letter of similar import was received from Dishict Govemor Ware:

"Upon reviewing again in my own mind the accomplishments of your club during

the last year, I seriously suggest that you enter your club for honors in aII

divisions of the 'CIub of the Year' contest.

"Your participation in our conferenpe, the erection of your road sign, the in-

crease in your membership (37.5 per cent), your (92 per cent) attendance record,

your good programs, your golf hiumph at San Francisco and many other things

that have been done in the development of your organization, may not win you

first place in such a contest, or any place, but they will constitute a remarkable

and romantic storyin Rotaryachievement on behalf of a babyclub in a halfyear."

The Niies CIub received an honorable mention in the CIub Service Division that year.

Members credit much of the success of the club, particularly in its early days to the

"good advice" from AI Ware, the district govermor.

ware shessed the importance of gearing the club program to Rotary's

Service - to encourage and foster:

THE FOUR OBJECTS

The development of acquaintance as an opporhrnity for service.

High ethical standards in business and professions, the recogrition of the

wortliiness of all useful occupations, and the dignifying by each Rotarian

of his occupation as an opportunity to serve society.

3. The application of the ideal of service by every Rotarian to his personal,

business and community life.
4. The advancement of international understanding, goodwili, and peace through

world fellowship of business and professional men united in the ideal of

service.tt

Ware shessed another four points in "getting started right:" Start the club singing

and have an accompanist who can pitch the music to suit unhained male voices. (The

Niles club had several: John Kimber, Rotary Anne Pegry Crane, Mac McDonald, Harold

Faria and CaI English, to name a few.)

Ware's other admonitions were to remember that fines are for fun; always have a good

program and strive for perfect attendance with recognition for those who achieve it.

*

COMMUNITY SERVICE

The Niles Rotary Club vindicated the arguments of its founders that a service

club would help and not hinder the Niles Chamber of Commerce.

Glassbrook, Jones, Kraft and Wilson volunteered on the Chamber's member-

ship committee and with Chamber officers called personally on aII business and

professional people of the community to secure memberships.

of
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The (lhambcr doubled its roster. f'rorn 29 nrr,nrlrt,rs in lfl.jT to 60 irr i9j,8.
The largcr membership inc'rcascrl the cham llcr's finarrcial stirtus errrrl trv,r

largc ncon tlirectional signs wcrc ilrstalled at the trl o tou n entranc'es f'ronr the
ncw highwtr.y u'hich hatl bv-llasscrl \lairr Street.

The Chambcr also successfullv a(lvocatcrl irnrrrovemcnt of the road betrr een

* hat hasNiles and Alvarado, a progran which in effcct crtenrlcrl Nlain Street into
become Niles floulevarrl. an arterial betrr e cn the neir ('ities of Fremont and [Jn ion

City and providing acccss to and froin the nen Ninritz Freena.r'.
(Charter mernber Kirnlrcr is crc'dited rvith suggesting that the [)aklanrl-San

Jose freeway bc name(l in honor of Admiral Nimitz.)
Other community activities that year in n hich Rotarians participated as

Chamber membcrs were l)romotion of the inrprovcment of the Niles C'anlon High*ar
and a move rvhich led to the substitution (ltlarch 4, 1912) of modern riial telephonc

service for the old hand-crank svstcm.
Oakland Rotary Club memb", Ceo.ge C. Roeding, Jr., of \iles, contacted the

state regarding the canyon road improvement. The narrow, winding roacl furnishetl
access to many popular picnic spots in scenic \iles Canl'on but s as too narrr)\\

in several spols to permit cars to pass. Nearly every winter rains washed murl

and boulders from the steep cliffs, closing the road. Sometimes the Alameda ('reek

overflowed its banks onto the narro\\' shelf of pavement.

It was along this road that club members and guests travelled on the night o('

November 10, 1938 to lhe Castlewood Country Club at the other end of the canron

for the Rotary club's first birthday and ladies' night dinner.

dc

A IIORIi TO RLOII

On Oclober 1, 1938, the charter rnemlx'rship rlinnc'r ,)t' thc.

Southem Aiameda Countl'l\lusical Association \\as hclrl irt

Castlervood. The Association rvas formed largell'through the

efforts of John Kinrber, assisled b."- Wilson irnd Glasslrrook t>
gether rvith other local music lovers.

The association embraced the communities of I-lar s ard.

Washington Torvnship, Sunol, Pleasanton and Livermore. Kinrlier

then director of music for the Washington L-nion High School

Dishict, was elected president.

With about 300 members enroiled. the charter dinner sas
attended by 114.

Ralph Anderson, then Havsard Rotar.r' Club president. \\as

anotler of those giving outstanding aid to the association.

The dinner at Castleurood rvas addressed b]' Glenn \\o,rd.

music supervisor of Oakland Schools. who is credited sith the

slogan: "Give a boy a horn to blo* and he *ill never blos a

safe.tt

Subsequentl5r, instrumental and choral programs \\'ere pre-

sented by lhe association throughout Southern Alameda Countl'.

And thus, Rotary's first year entled "rvith the sountl of nrusic" throughout \\ashing'ttrn

Township and neighboring communities.

13
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1S]8 - 19.{5

Another kind of music was to be heard soon throughout

rians among thc' rnuching nren who tlnce again volunteered

the world, with Niles Rota-

bo fight for freedom and the

sky lvatch, blood donor

war-tlme Pro]ects were

the battle fronts, Rotary carried on with

bo1-s over there, the nlen and the women

half-hour of laughs because of a visiting

better lhan a tear any old time . . . most

sr'lt-{lL'tr'rnrining rights of intlividuals.
'l'ht club's sc'conrl pre'sitlerrt, Dr. T. C. \\ilson (1938-39) was one of these. He

vrr111n11,.,o.,1 in lt){J to se'rv€. rvith the Li. S. Ann}' Dental Corps and six years later as one

pf tht' ..\lirnrt't-lrr Cplntl' S[erif{'s .\ero Squadron commissioned at the Oakland Municipal

Ai4xrrt rrn Jrrnuary' 31. 19{9. tle lrrrd served rvith the Naval Air Service, 1918-21.

Llthers in the. countrl''s service- irs listed on the club roster of 1943-44 were John

lJtrchern. Jirmes (-]rirhanr. L. W. \lusick and John Stojanovich, U. S. Navy; Vernon Ells-

*trrth. L'. S. .\rnr1' Air Corpsl Dr. E. C. Grau, LI. S. fumy \ledical Corps and Judge E' A'

()uaresnra. L'. S. Diplonrtltic Service.

\urne'rorts tttlters rvere in irctive service.

Serving t'tn the honle front on ration boards' bond drives, the

sr'n-icr.s: tht' Offir-e of Price .{dministrrrtion and other civilian

nlt)St t)f the' club's ntentbers.

Along rvith thc' good irnd the bad nervs fronl

n(r(lrl ruL.etings featuring ntotitln pictures of the

helping [.]ncie Sani and once in a u'hile a u'hole

rrr ltrcrll spe.irker s'ho believed that a laugh is

ot' thr' tinrc..

Thc tilt-s for Doc \lilson's l'ear as Ilotary president are ,pretty slim. Asked to enu-

ll..rrirtc the highlights of his term, he replied in characteristic terrninolory: "I'm sorry,

lrut tlrt' 1.htrp' thing is a blank. . I must have been in a transom." He forgotto mention

his t'requt'nt contributions to several sports periodicals'

t-luiing his term, the club sponsorecl the building of a model "Rotary Home" on the

Nilt,s-\lission San Jose Roaci, norv \lission Boulevarcl. It lvas constructed of local tile

rrntl br.cilme Tonr \\ilson's home. .\nother llotary house was built a few'years later on

l-intia l)rive. north of the Niles business clistrict and is norv occtrpied by Irving flird,

priircipal of Neu'ark's first high school and a rnember of the new Newark Rolary Club

sponsored bl'the Niles Club in 1961.

The llotary model home rvas one of the topics discussed during a radio broadcast

fr.m Treasure Island in .\pril 1939. Ect Enos, then secretary cf the Niles Junior Chamber

trf Commerce. ancl local nerrspaper representatives participated in the broadcast which

relateci the gront5 in the conlmunity and advertised the junior chantber's annual wild-

l'krrrer festival.
\lore than 500 varieties of blossoms gatherecl from the hills and meadows in the Niles

ilrea \rere display-ed at lhe shorv nhich athacted hundreds of our-of-community visitors.

1939 - 1942

The 1.ears lg3g-{0. Ted Giassbrook. presiclent,; 19-10--11, George Smith and l94l-42,

Judge E. .\. Quaresma. rvitnessed an increase in Rotary rnembership and activities in

spite of the depression and \\orld \\ar II.

December 7, 19{1 - Pearl Harbor. Rotarian Harry Cesari rvas there - one of the

luckv sun'ivors.
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I\ L942, Judge Quaresma went to Brazil as assistant special representative of the

Board of Economic Warfare at Rio de Janeiro, remaining in that post for three years.

He rebrrned to become Justice of the Peace at Niles in 1946 and in 1959 became

the first judge of the Fremont-Newark-Union City Municipal Court, a position he still
retains.

The Judge recalls that while in South America, a celebration waa staged at Rio de

Janeiro to honor personnel from other counhies. A United States man was chosen as

speaker as a complimentary gesture toward this country.

The gentleman in question could not speak Portuguese and the honor was passed

to another counhy.

"Our prestige took a dip," the Judge said.

"The least our govemment people and business representatives could do would be

to speak the language fluently," he suggested.

Communication through interpreters is not a satisfactory substitute for knowing the
language, the Judge insisted.

"Business envoys sometimes have a lot more to do with intemational relations than

do our govemment representatives," he asserted. In Rio, he was concerned with buying
strategic materials for the war program. He won the appointment because Washington was

iooking for attorneys who could speak Porhrguese, widely used in South America as well
as Spanish.

"Speaking the language, understanding the people, making friends - these are the
things which make for peace around the world," he declared.

. . . . could have been a quote from some International Rotarv oous?

*

THE HOME FRONT

1942 - 1945

George Malcoim Stratton, 1942-43 president, a Newark sait firm executive, was

responsible for a substantial sum of money appropriated by the club for magazine sul^r

scriptions for servicemen at the Camp Shoemaker Hospital at Pleasanton.
Many Rotary Annes served in various capacities with the Red Cross at the hospital.
L. R. "Chick" Burdick, 1943-44, not only furnished leadership for many home-

front war time conhibutions but probably holds the record for the most laughs during the
grim days.

It was Chick who presented at the club board's direction my honorary Rotary Anne
badge - one that I have carried to Rotary headquarfers north and south of the bonders

and across the seas. lncidentally it is probably the only one of the original issue re-
maining - the others having perished along with Rotary supplies and emblems in the fire
which deshoyed in 1960 the Intemational Kitchen, the club's "home" for many years.

Last month, a real "Thanksgiving" meeting was held in the rebuilt Kitchen, once
more to become a center for Rotary and other community affairs with Rotarians Quemers
in charge.

Chick Burdick served as chairman of all frve Washington Township war loan drives.
Fellow Rotarians helping to put all of the drives over the top included Bob Blacow,

Niles chairman; walter oakey, Alvarado; and E. E. Dias, Ed Enos and Niles chamber
president L. R. Batman.
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L. R. '.chick" Burdick, president 1943-44, ot his dcsk in o Nework stova monufoctory'

Babnan's paper on June 2, 19-14, carried a photogfaph ofDias and six members of the

drama section of the township women's federated club lined up to sweep Main Sheet in

exchErnge for purchase of war bonds by merch:nts.

Nobody' remembers the total amount of the bonds so sold, but it is safe to recall that

no businessman had the poor judgment to resist the clean sweep made by Mesdames Tom

Robbins, Ted Logan, George Goodale, Loren Marriott, Blake Hill and Allan Hirsch as they

swept debris into and from the gutters for the war effort.

It was during Burdick's term that club meetings were moved to the Florence Restau-

rant after the Hotel Belvoir dining room was closed.

\\hen the restaurant also closed briefly for repairs, Rotarians brought their own

Iunches and ate at tables placed on the sidewalk in front of the Florence.

In Augusr 1944, wirh rhc Horcl Belvoir closcd ond thc Florence Restouront icmpororily

"lor.J 
fo, rcpoirs, Rotorions otc curbsidc in {ront o{ the rtstourcnt on Moin Strcet.

Post Presideni George Sirotion, 1912-43, is ot center, picture ot ri9ht. Tribune Photos'
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'oJust, like Paree," quipped a soldier home on leave. The curbside sessions caught

the attention of metropolitan press photographers.

On August 25, 1944, Ed Enos conducted the organization meeting for the township

War Chest, assisted by Ceorge Smith and E. D. Meeker.

Jack Vieux headed the aircraft spotting crcw which operated from a tower erected

by workers at a local steel plant at the Veterans Memorial Ruilding where the Niles club
had received its charter.

Schoolmaster charter Rotarian, E. D. Bristow, did his war work as a laborer at the
steel plant and another school man, L. W. Musick (Decoto School principal), juggled bales
of hay at a Decoto warehouse before Uncie Sam called him to Navy duties.

These and many others left their routine paths to work in the canneries, to harvest
crops or perform other menial duties - the women beside the men. Again and again, the
press was filled with photographs of those who had previously appeared in the news in
professional, civic or social roles.

Joe Buchen , 1944-45, foilowed Burdick and under his presidency, the clutr memkre1-

ship increased to thirty-six"
Ten cent fines were replaced try twenty-five cent fees and for a birthday, the take

was $1.50 on the grounds that n'You 
are iucky to trc alive.u'

On Oct'ober 4, 1944 Rotary appropriated $50 for the production of Washington Town-
ship maps which were placed in Fire Ilalls, schools and other pubiic places.

Ruchen retired four years ago after serving as vice-president of a Newark sajt fir-m,
one of the country's largest, for fourteen years. FXe had been with tlie company for thirty-
four years. He was succeeded by Harry E" olsson, a f,ormer Niies Ch-lb Rotarian.

?l+i
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D. Q. Grobill, (cenrer) president 1945-46, with some of his stoff ot q luncheon oi the
histori c Old Adobe ot Niles, From left ore Robert A. Blocow, Ed Enos, Vern Boimon,
D. Q. Grobill, Secretory E. D. Bristow, Post President Ted Glossbrook ond E. E. Dios.

1d 
Tri bune Photo.
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Dell Quincy Grabill, 1945-46, died a few days after he completed his term as Rotary

presidenl He succumbed to a heart attack while visiting a daughter in Wisconsin, soon

after completing his presidency on June 30, 1946.

"D. Q.," pastor of the Niles Congregational Church, president of the Niles Chamber

and chairman of the Niles War Chest had released to the press shorbly before his death a

story:

"An all-time high record for community service has been established this year for

the Niles Rotary CIub with members holding 30 non-paid positions in Washington Town-

ship program," the story began.

The positions listed included officers of the Niles Chamber, the Red Cross War Fund,

war bond drives, township planning commission, ration board, Washington Township

Coordinating Council, veterans' reemployment, Selective Service Board, fue commission,

war chest, March ofDimes, high school board, and other such projects.

Those holding these 30 positions were Robert Blacow, chairman of the township

planning commission; E. D. Bristow, chairman veterans' re-employment; E. E. Dias and

J. A. McDonald, fire commissioners; Ed Enos, chairman township war chest; E. F. Glass-

brook, ration board mileage chairman; E. A. Ellsworth and George Bonde, directois Niles

Chamber and L. R. Burdick, war loan chairman.

Their other duties included Red Cross committees, war bonds, Selective Service

Board, March of Dimes, School boards and similar programs.

On August 25, 1946, a memorial service was held at Niles for "D. Q."

MISSION SESQUICENTENNIAL PAGEANT

Rotary president E. Dixon Bristow, 1946-47, held the spotlight in the June 1947

Sesquicentennial Celebration which was held at Mission San Jose in observance of the

mission's 150th anniversary.

Bristow played the role of Father Lasuen who founded the mission at the foot of

Mission Peak. The pageant, staged in the open on the hillside near the Dominican Convent

and almost across the highway from wherg Fremont's city hall now stands, athacted

thousands of spectators during the three-day festival.

The over-all count was 40,000 visitors, festival committees estimated'

Other Rotarians and scores of township citizens joined the principal promoters,

mostly Mission San Jose residents, in the colorful and historic festival which called

attention to the fact that this area was one of the first in Alameda County, or for that

matter, the Bay Area, to athact non-lndian occupants.

Five years later, Bristow retired from the Alameda County Board of Education, a

position he had held for 27 years. At the time of retirement he was the board's president.

dishict superintendent of Niles Schools and had been in the education freld for 29 years.

*
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Rotory President E. Dixon Bristow plcyed the role o{ o 1797 pcdre

in the Mission San Jose sesquicentenniql pcgeont in 1947"

dr

A T}JNT'I{ ANN{VtrIiSARY

Frior to Bristow's retirement frorn the club presidency, the organization celebrated
its 10th anniversary by helping to start another, the second Rotary Club in Southern AIa-
meda County.

The Niles Club co-sponsored with Flayward Rotaria-'rs a new club at F,ivermore.
Charber president Kraft, served as the specia! represontative of Dist. Gov. Wiliie

Osbon-re, completing jointly with Carl Ekoos of l{avvrard an earlien rnove which had been
intemrpted by World War II.

:;t

This picture wcs tcken ot lhe Internctioncl Kitchen in Februory 1949 to celcbrofe
the moving of the Bi9 Wheol from the Hotei Belvoir grounds. After the hotel closed,
meetings hod been held ot ihe Florcnce r€sfouront until the Kitchen become the
clubos'ohome."
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And once morc the Niles Club moved its meeting place - this time to the Inter-

national Kitchen on ilre Niles-Centerville Highway, Later named Fremont Avenue, and now

known as Peralta Boulevard.

Beginning the club's second decade, still in a rural area, R. A' "Dick" Jolly of

Newark, a druggist, headed the organization, 1947-48'

PresidentJolly,sofficersandchairmenindicatedthetownship-widescopeofthe
club and its expanding fields of service'

The original 10 committees had increased to 31, and the membership from 16 to 59'

JohnA.McDonold,(lcft)monoftheyeorinlg46-47'bccomesecrelorytoR'A'
Jolly, prcsid."i'lsil_ia. M"Donold posses on rhc trophy ro Jolly who won thc

oword by his provious sccrotoriol scrvices' Tribune photo'

,' hesident Jolly did not have to wail until the end of his term to win an award' As

,, he took office he received from McDonald, who had been the man-of-the-year during the

previous term, the fabulous concoction of funnels and tubes designed by Rotarian Ernesr

,. Frick, head of a local plumbing frrm'

DuringJolly,sterm,theclubcollectedatruckloadofclothingfortheFriendship
Train of the society of Friends, with much of the credit going to President Dick "for the

swell job he has done in getting the support and cooperation of all," The Pinion reported'

The club purchased a registered Hereford heifer from Hayward Rotarian Guy warren'

the animal donated to the Future Farmers'first stock-breeding project at the washington

Union High School, at that time the township's only high school'
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ME}IORIAL STADIUTI

The high school's Memorial Stadium was dedicated on September 25, 1917, uith
Ed Enos, high school tn:stee, as master of ceremonies. Judson Taylor, then coach,
presented his lineup for the one-time "big game" in Southem Alameda County between
Washington and Livermore.

The $10,000 lighting system was financed by a six-months script sale with Warren

Gravestock, vice-principal as chairman and Vemon Ellsworth, secretar5z.

The $500 script purchased by Rotary was later designated a scholarship.

rF

A NEW HOSPITAL DISTRICT

During Jolly's term in 1946, a move was initiated to establish a hospital district in
the township, where none had ever existed.

The closing of a matemity home which had been the area's only so-called hospital
facility precipitated the program. The late Dr. George Holeman, Centerville Lion, headed

a citizens committee investigating the possibility of getting necessa-q/ amendments to
the state law to permit a hospital district.

Vem Batman, then Niles Chamber president and Dr. E" M. Grimmer argued for a

tax-supported district in lieu of a proposed privately-owned institution.
On August L, L947, Batman then serving also as chairman of the Washington Town-

ship Planning Committee, appointed Ed Enos as chairman of a hospital district committee.

Enos assembled a group of 14 men and women including Judge Ed Quaresma, Claire
Lopez and Bristow's Rotary Anne, Virginia Bristow.

In June 1948, in a special election, residents of the township voted 2,600 to 500

to establish a tax-supported hospital district.
Also chosen at the election were five directors, Iater appointed by the county super-

visors. They were Rotarian Fred Melhase, Lions Allan Walton, E. A. Alameda and M. F.

@*'
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The first hospitol in Woshington Township opened on Mowry Avenue, Fremont,
November 

.l958
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Silva, and a Niles druggist, L. S. Whitaker. Melhase and Walton moved from the dishict
and were succeeded by Sam Scott of Newark and Rotarian Ed Enos. At this year's elec-
tion. Whitaker. Scott and Enos were re-elected.

The $3,000,000 hospital on a lGacre site on Mowry Avenue opened on November 24,

1958. Among the first nine doctors serving as an advisory staff for the hospital were

three Rotarians, Drs. Lyle Buehler, E. C. Grau and E. M. Grimmer.

The original proposal for the hospital was for a 5Gbed institution, but in 1952

voters approved by a vote of 3,404 to 857 a bond issue of $1,500,000 to add approximately

100 beds. The average daily bed occupancy in October of this year was 90. In November,

a year ago, the average was 107.

The hospital adminishation reporbed last month that for the frrst time the income

from patient care and the 2Gcents per $100 assessed valuation has been sufficient to

meet current bills.

f

1948 - 1949

Warnen Gravesrtock's F"c';ry term included signs of ahange throughout the township.

At a Niles Charnbr meeting, someone brought up the idea of control of land use by

means of a county zoni:ng Law.

Trustees of the Washington Union High School

Dishict and the nine elementary school dishicts dis-
cussed redristicting.

In April 1948, McDonald was made first vice-
president of the Washington Township Community

ConceC Association, serving with Lion Dwight Thorn-

burg, president Jack Parry, treasurer, and directors

Dick Jolly, Rotary Anne Pegg' Crane and Mary Virginia
Bristow, Dixon's daughter.

An estimated 500 members attended the first
concert but after two years the association was dis-

continued. There were not yet enough residents who

were interested in supporting the program.
WARREN GRAVESTOCK

high school vice-principol,
wos presi dent, 19 48-49.

May 1-3, 1949, Tom Wilson served on th'e receptior committee for the 12th annual

conference of Rotary Disbict No. 105 at Hotel Claremont at Berkeley.

A POSTMASTER PRESIDENT

In 1949-50, Ed Enos, Niles Postmaster, was Rotary's president.

Romeo Brunelli, head of a pioneer automobile firm in Centerville paid an all-time

high frne of $35 for becoming a grandfather. He got part of the money back in the form of

a high chair presented to him at the next meeting. Romey's son, Richard, was to become

the Niles Club's 25th president.
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On I)e<'t.rtnlteL lii. li)5i, Jr:ilqc: (junrcsrna was master of ccr<,,rnonics fbr thc 78th arrni-
vorsary anrl dedicatiorr of a lrew i',liles Post, Office building. Enos was postrnaster f'rorn

1937 through January 23, 1960, lvhen the postoffices of Frcrnont',vere consolidatetl on

the ci["s fourth birthda-v. F.d a]so served as presidcnf of the California Postmasters'
Association.

Dr. Will Lamoreux stressed Rotary's foreign service and international relations
during his term, 1950-51.

Dr. W. F. Lomoreux, (second from right) 1950-51 president, with his boord
(from left) Clorence Lesser, John Brohmst, Secretory Peter Juhl ond Ver-
non Ell sworth, director . Tribune Photo

His son, Larry and femily recently returned from a year's study at the University
of Heidelberg in Germany. Kimber's son, Arthur, represents his father's business in
Europe. Other sons and daughters of Carl Flegal, Fred Stoltz, John Whipple, Judson
Taylor and Bill Rodes have conhibuted to intemational friendship by participating in
student or Peace Corps programs, or as visitors in Euro;,e, L4exico, South ald Cenhai
America.

Flegal and Earl Jackson have hosted students in the foreign exchange proepam.
Another innovation during Dr. Lamoreux's term was the vocational information

program conducted by Rotarians for local high school students.
During Dr. - Lamoreux's presidency, probably the most outstanding young speaker,

John Akar, graduate student in international law at the University of California, from
British West Africa, was given an ovation after"his address to the club on September 7,
1950.

The second world war drove America into a position of world responsibility and
placed upon this country the economic burden of the world, Akar declared.

He said the Negro enjoys a better standard of living in America than anywhere else
in the world in spite of certain racial discriminations; that you cannot blame democracy
for the attitudes of a few and that the success of democracy is demonstrated by the unity
that is achieved in this land of different races, religions and social classes.

He expressed gratitude that service clubs, schools and churches are attackins the
race "problem" - a word he said implying solution.
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Mony of tho boys, homo from the wor, ore in this photogroph ioken in lhe eorly

1950's ot the Iniernotionol Kitchen ot Niles, At left, bottom row, is Horry

Cesori who wos of Peorl Horbor on December 7, 1941.

RAPID TRANSIT

It was also during the term of Dr. Lamoreux that the Alameda County Rapid Transit

committee began studying the increasing traffic problems in the Bay Area.

Serving on that committ€e were Rotarians Mike Cimino of Newark, Judge E. A.

Quaresma and vern Batman of Niles and Bruce Michael of warm springs"

Last month, November 6, 1962, eleven years later, a bond issue to finance a rapid

transit dishict system which will include Fremont was approved by the voters of San

Francisco, Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.

CIVIL DEFENSE

In 1951-52 with Peter D. Juhl as president,

the civil defense program at Niles was directed by

Bain Leask.

Juhl termed his eight years in the township as

P. G. & E. manager "the real high point of my life

....Rotary's fellowship there cannot be duplicated

anywhere."

During the presidencies of Clifford K' Dennis

(1952-53 and Richard Nicklasson (1953-54) the

new Baptist Church on Peralta Blvd., with the Rev.

Noel P. Glover as pastor, was completed.

Nicklasson's club membership reached 70 !'vith

all eight communities of the township represented.
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ROTARY'S GOLDtlN ANNIVERSARY
1905 - 1955

The Niles club celebrated International Rotary's golden anniversaryalong *ith ncarly
400,000 other Rotarians in 1955. The anniversary issue of The llotorian, intcrnational
organization magazine, was presented to nearly 100 civic and professional leaders of the
community at an anniversary luncheon.

It was the Niles club's 18th year and Harley Bradley, a Newark salt company execu-
tive was president.

That year, John Berchem assumed his post as a Washington Union High School
bustee. The membership of the club reached 88.

*
1955 - 1956

John Brahmst, a native of Hamburg, Germany, became club president in 1955. He
recalls that he got his first glimpse of the statue of Liberty in october 1923.

He attended Omaha University, majoring in electrical engineering; met "a beautiful
blonde named Martha;" learned the joy of "a good coon hunt across the rolling hills of
Iowa after the first snowfall" and in 1937 received his certificate of citizenship, U. S. A.

Brahmst came to Newark in 1941 and Iater set up his own business on \{ain Street at
Niles. In 1950, he became president of the Southern Alameda County Shrine Club.

During Brahmst's Rotary term, Kraft headed a committee to collect books for the war-
ravaged Philippine Island libraries. Local schools contributed over 2,000.

*

A TWENTIETH ANNTVERSARY

Charles Gordon Dubuque, 1956-57, was the first Niles Rotary Club president to
become an offrcial in one of the new cities he and fellow Rotarians had helped to create.
He was one of Fremont's first planning commissioners.

On .June 20, 1956, the new Ground Observer Corps tower back of the Alameda County
Office Building on Peralta BIvd.,was dedicated and began operation underthe supervision
of Bain Leask.

Ralph Carmichael, 1957-58, presided at the club's 20th anniversary dinner at the
Kitchen. Song Ieader Bill Helmand pianist Pegry Crane staged a novel musical - "Do
you remember?" honoring the past presidents attending.

Thesewere Kraft, Wilson, Smith, Quaresma, Buchen, Bristow, Jolly, Enos, Lamorcux,
Juhl, Nicklasson, Bradley, Dubuque and Brahmst.

That year, the Wanen E. Gravestock Memorial Scholarship was established, honor-
ing the memory of another past president.

Dr. E. C. Grau headed the committee for the "Eve Bank."

During the year, Rotary director Bill Rodes and his family left for Bogota, Columbia.
For three years he served as branch manager of a pipe firm with which he had been

employed in the township. His assignment took him to Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and the
Republic of Panama. He was a member of the "Club Rotario" of Bogota, the Anglo-
American Club, the American Society and the Columbian National Fishing Association.
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Thirtcen post presidents were presont ot 20th onniversoty events in Decembet 1957.

From laft, John Brohmst, Georgc Smith, Judgc E. A. Quoresmo, C. W. Kroft, Dick Jolly,
Horlcy Brodley, Joe Buchen, Ed Enos, Gordon Dubuque, Pete Juhl, Dr. Tom Wilson,

E. D. Bristow ond Dick Nicklosson, Tribune Photo.

His Rotary Anne N{ary was active in a branch of the women's hospital service league,

carrying on the work she had starLed at the township hospital here. She served one day a

week as surgical nurse at the Children's Hospital at Bogota, and was active also in the

American Women's CIub and Girl Guides.

Friends u'elcomed the Rodes clan back to Fremont in 1960.

s

A SCHOOL TEACHER PRESTDENT

1958 - 1959

Judson Taylor, former coach at the township's first high school, Washington, became

principal of the district's second high school at Union City when Logan High opened on

September 8, 1959, a few months after Jud finished his Rotary presidency.

The $3.000.000 school is located on a 50-acre site on the Niles-Alvarado Road, which

y'ou could term, in effect, an extension of "Main Street."
During Jud's Rotary presidency, on November 24, 1958, the last lGmile link of the

Nimitz Freewa5' between Oakland and San Jose was opened with ceremonies near Mowry

Avenue.

Dan Bodily, 1959-60 president, one of the frrst to build new homes in Niles, adding

about 200 residences in developments north and south of the business district. He later

became president of the Fremont Chamber of Commerce and was one of the chief boosters

for the Mormon College which is to be built in Fremont within the next few years.

t
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GM PLANT, AIR TR,AFFIC EENTER

Also during Jackson's term, Rotarians, city officials and civic leaders pariicipated
in the dedication of the Air Traffic Conhol Center, moved from the Oakland airport o
Cenhal Avenue, Fremont. More than 300 people were at the ceremonies on OcbLr l"b,
1960. Persorurel would reach 400, it was indicated.

The following December 15, it was announced that General Motors would build a
passenger car and fuuck assembly plant on a 4OGacre site in the Warm Springs District,
to employ more than 4,000 people when completed in 1968.

GM's choice of the site was hailed as a victory for the planning program of the new
city of Fremont in which Rotarians had participated as planning commissioners.

*

ROTARY COMES TO NEWARK

During Jackson's term, a new Rotary Club was established at Newark, with Itaft
once more as special representative of the dishict governor.

Twenty-four charter members attended the dinner at the EI Carnpo Country CIub,
Jarvis Avenue, Newark, on June 27, Lg6L.

Eleven of the charter members were transfers from Niles: President S. M. Cimino;
vice-president Alan Woodhill; directors Elmer P. Marks and Lauren Kanninen; sergeant-
at-arrns Richard Nicklasson; charles Gordon Dubuque, Flancis E. cauhape, D. E. Hart-
quist, clarence w. Lesser, Fred w. stoltz and James R. Estep.

Other charter members were Secreta4r James R. Mulkey, treasurer James M. Golden,
Jalnes H. Black, Lawrence coruad, Jr., Gordon Dennis, J. A. Gonsalves, R. Irving Hird,

1,"r1 
H. Leavitt, wesley Marb, Robert Mccaffrey, Franklin s. schiell, Jr., and william L.

titanton. Jr.

NEW STATE COLLEGE

During the presidency of Earl E. Jackson, 1960-61, Rotarians participated in cere-
monies at the site of the Southem Alameda County State College expected to open in thefall of 1963' Rotary secretary Tony Scafani, Niles Dishict 

""r,-t superintendent, was
one of many educators participating in inaugural ceremonies signifying the beginning of
the college program in temporary quarters in the old Hayward Hi-gh School in tgsg.

Jackson represented the Niles Club at the International Convention at Tokyo in
June 1961. He has also served as chairman of the Alameda County New Industries Com-
mittee, director of the Oakland Chamber of Commerce, vice<hairman of the Alameda
County Water Resourees Committee and as a member of the Alameda County Business
Climate Appraisal Committee.

On November 7, 1960, fue deshoyed Rotary's "home " at the famed International
Kitchen' Until the Kitchen was rebuilt and the club retumed there, sessions were held
at the Gondolier in Newark and at the Italian village at Niles.

*
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Richard Brunelli was the Niles Rotary Club's 25th president. In July 1962, he handed

the gavel to Elwood Weitmann who would preside at the anniversary dinner at the Kitchen

on December 8, 1962.

Regional and city parks held the spotlight during Brunelli's term.

At Christmas time, 1961, it was announged that the 2,776 acres of the Brinker Ranch
had been acquired by the East Bay Regional Park District to which this area had been

annexed by a vote of the residents in 1958.

Oakland Rotarian George C. Roeding (who was re-elected to the regional park board

this past November) headed a citizens committee which held its first meeting at the

Intemational Kitchen on November 19, 1957. The committee, formed to promote the annex-

ation of Washington Township to the park district, involving a S"cent property tax, also

included Rotarians Carl Flegal, E. C. Parks, Ralph Carmichael and Gordon Dubuque.

Officials and others in the three new township Cities of Fremont, Newark and Union

City urged the acquirement of the Brinker Ranch, described as the most beautiful wilder-

ness area left in Alameda County.

The park site lies not far from the Calaveras Reservoir on Geary Road.

The other park involved in Rotary's 25th year was the Fremont Central Park where

more than 1,500 people responded to the Niles Rotary Club's invitation to a pancake

breakfast at the Community Recreation Building on May 20. hoceeds from the benefit

were to purchase an estimated $2,500 worth of picnic equipment for the city's first park.

On the committee were John Brahmst, Harold Fudenna, Vernon Ellsworth, Dick Condon

and Dan Bodilv.

George Bonde, Sr., a char-

ter member and a representa-

tive of a pioneer Southern

Alameda County family,
rnissed his 2Fyear perfect

attendance record when ill-
ness kept him away from two

Rotary meetings in 1962. He

received his diamond 2(Fyear

Pin in tnut'ro.or"ux 
ohoro
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The homes, commerce and industries of Fremont, Newark and Union City

begin to frll the long valley between the foothills and the San Francisco

Bay. In the foreground the hills east of Niles overlook a part of Fremont



and Newark. Union city is to the right. The Alameda creek, flanked
by gravel pits, is to be developed into a recreational as well as a flood
conhol racilitv' tol:"oi;,[".','..1;l*,i;if:i,l:fi;""j.''"' flown by
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THE CHANGING COUNTRYSIDE

In the early 1940's there was evidence that the good old daye- of ir.-lre or iess placid
pursuits that had marked the pre-war era in Rotary's territory hal passed from Washington
Township and would not return.

Several circumstances may have been conhibutory - the feeling in Bay Area metro-
politan centers that urban ideas and jurisdictions should be extended into outlying mral
dishicts - the natural restlessness and desire for change which follow war - or the sul->
conscious effect of Rotary in Washington Township in connection with that original goal
expressed by proponents of the new club that the "four objects" would bring a nerv unitv
among the communities.

The influx of new residents, of course, was parily responsible.
On August 16, 1944, the first local area-wide planning meeting was held at the home

of Edward E. Enos on the Hayward-Niles Road. The home, incidentally, was his birth-
place, one of the first 20 residences between Hayward and Niles and built by his pioneer
parents.

Ed says he recalls that the meeting of local and Bay Area civic leaders had been
called to consider postwar metropolitan area planning. A meeting of Metropolitan Oakland
Area Council representatives was held in that same rumpus room a little later.

Paradoxically, many credit the incorporation of the three new cities here at least
pariially to the desire of local residents for govemment completely separated jlom outside
influences.

Ed was made secretary of the group which chose the name of Washington Torvnship
Planning committee. The next year L. R. Batman, local newspaper publisher, became
president. Ed continued in his position till he resigned to accept the chairmanship of the
citizens committee proposing the local hospital dishict in 1g47.

For several years, the planning group, made up of representatives of various torvnship
community organizations, refused to change its name to Washington Township Chamber
of Commerce.

Inter-town jealousy would prevent community-wide improvement; the diversity of
interests would result in disagreement betweeh the industrial and the agricultural 

"ontin-gents; and "it had been hied before and would not work," it was contended.
Proponents of a township chamber pointed out that in the past there had been no paid

executive with time to promote the program, that the new organization would not repiace
weekly neighborhood luncheon meetings of civic grdups wishing to discuss purely local
problems and that the advancement of the area could come only through united effort.

In Septembet 1947, the group changed its name from Washington Township Planning
Committee to Washington Township Planning Association to avoid confusion with the
Alameda County Planning Commission.

A representative of the San Francisco Bay Area Council, a guest at the meeting,
wamed against inter-city "bickering" which he said had lost indushies for the Bay Area
in competition with Southern California.

The approximately 30 men and women representing township organizations, in 1948
included Rotarians R. A. Jolly of Newark and J. A. McDonald of Niles, president and
secretary; Batman and Vemon Ellsworth, president and secretary of the Niles Chamber of
commerce and Jack Pany, representing the Junior chamber of commerce.
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The issues they were considering included the proposal to secure a hospital for the
township where none existed; a proposed regional park in Niles Canyon; an effort to make
Dumbarton Bridge toll free; a second sheet in Centerville's oue-sheet business section;
a water supply for Warm Springs, then served only by private wells precluding establish-
ment of a sanitary system and sufficient water supply for fire protection; and a hope

exprcssed byDecoto that a "twenty-year promise of more sheet lights" would rnaterialize.

On July 22, 1947, hesident Batman was successful in getting the Niles Chamber to
endorse a resolution proposing a stat€ park in Niles Canyon, an idea advanced by the
Junior Chamber before the war. Vernon Ellsworth had been one of the frrst proponents.

The local parlor of the Native Daughters of the GoldenWest had attempted as far back
as 1936 to have the site of the old Vallejo Mill at Niles restored. Later the Niles Women's

Improvement Club and other groups endorsed the idea.

In 1962, the City of Fremont is in the process of acquiring the mill site at the west
enhance to Niles Canyon.

s

WASHINGTON TOWNSHTP CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

In August 1949, the Centerville Chamber initiated another bry at establishing a

township chamber. This effort at last proved successful.

ln December, the chamber was organized with Dallas Paul, a Centerville Lion repre-

senting the oldest service club in the township, chosen president.

Niles Chamber secretary Ellsworth was made secretary of the new chamber. The

following year, Rotarian Bruce Michael who was then president of the Warm Springs

Chamber became president of the township group with Rotarian Walter Oakey of Alvarado

as secretary.

A township unity to some extent at least had finally been accomplished

s

COUNTY TAXES vs. D0-IT YOURSELF

Duting the next few years, 1951-56, developments in the Bay Area and throughout

California re-emphasized the need for unity and for inter-group action by Washington

Township organizations.

In April 1951, the township chambers were calling attention to an Assembly Bill
which would deprive cerbain unincorporated areas of county services unless paid for by a
tax on the area involved.

This would mean, if the bill passed, some pointed out, that Washington Township

communities would not be eligible for county-pmvided services such as police protection,

sheet and road construction and maintenance, and other aids then being provided by the

county without a special tax assessment.
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It was also not€d that opposition was being voiced throughout the state in connec-
tion with the so-called free ride which rural areas wene receiving from county governments
without being specifically taxed for such services.

Warm Springs Chanber prcsident Bruce Michael headed moveg there to secure a land
use map which would relegate indushy to ateae along the railroad tracks and south of the
"town" which consisted of a store, a small r€staurant, a garage and a post office plus a
couple of service stations.

ApproximateLy 25 per cent of the properby owners had donated money to secure
engiaeering maps and for the circulation of a petition for a sanitary diehict.

About half the property owners had signed petitions to fum a water district
connect to the Hetch-Hetchy line. The community clean-up committee, even though
constituted a personal financial loss, had billboarde removed from their properties.

,ALAMEDA COUNTY CENTENNIAL

One of the first projects of the new Washington Township Chamber of Commerce was
to endorse in January 1950 the site for the Alameda County Offrce Building on Fremont
Avenue, between Centerville and Niles.

Later, this building housed Fremont's frrst city hall, and is still the location for the
city's police deparhnent and one of its branch libraries.

Rotarian R' E' "Dick" Condon, then a lieutenant in the county Sheriffs Department
and to become Fremont's flrst chief of police, was advanced to captain and placed in
charge of the 2$rnan staff at the new substation, activated on october 15. 1951.

to
it

(Rotarian Michael was to get his reward five years later when the Fremont election
ballots were counted.)

The old farnily album "stills" gave way to moving pictures in Washington Township
in the early 1950's. Rotarian Bodily and his building cohorts were busy. So were the
moving vans headed for the township.

In August 1951, Michael, then president of the Warm Spring Chamber, the Washington
Towrship Chamber, vice-chainnan of the Washington Township Disaster Council, added
the presidency of the washington Township community chest to his calendar.

In October, the purchase of a l&acre site for Decoto's third school had been approved
when {hat dishict, headed by Rotarian L. W. Musick, inherited overnight almost, 600 new
students frbm the Hillview Crest subdivision, the first large housing development in the
township.

At Newark, Rotarian W. Edward Duha was engineer for the first 6Ghome development
in that community. At the time, the press considered the building boom such big news
that the names of the frrst occupants were reporbed. Judson Taylor, who was to become a
Rotary president, was one of thern.

In 1952, more than 100 residents attended the frrst showing of a proposed master plan
for Washington Township. The court room at the county building was filled with a cross
section of citizens.

The sihration had changed. In 1990, the U. s. census gave 6,021 as the township
population figure. This figure had more than doubled six years later, based on public
utilities data. In !947, the dishict hospital committee estimated the population at 1g,000.

Earlier this year Fremont officialry welcomed its 60,000th resident.
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'l'his was thcr trlrvrrship's lirst anlrnrl-tlrtr-crlock cnforccnrent group. 'l'he building
Irousctl thc corrnty luralth rlcplr|rnorrt, wcllfitrc, justiccr cotrrt, library and nunrcrotts other

county officcs. Thc lanrl (irr thc $200,000 txrikling was donatcd by Nilcs llotarian Dr. tJ.

l\{. (lrirrrnrcr.

Thc facility was dcrlicatcrl on Scpternbcr 16, 1951, rrnder tlrc auslliccs of tlrc town-

ship charnlnr.

In June 1953, a significant portion of Alameda County's centennial celebration was

held in Washington 'l'ownship where county government lrcgan in 1853, and where the

East l3ay Area history had begrrn in June 1797 when the padres established the Mission

San Jose de Guadalupe.

Arnong the local centennial committeemen were Rotarians John Ratekin of Alvarado,

f)on Querner, Stuart Nixon and Dr. Lyle Buehler of Niles, and Ernest Vayssie of Irvington.

The two-day festivities included the official marking of lhe Iirst county court house

at Alvarado; a paracle and silent movies at Niles commemorating the old Essanay studio

operating here in early 1900's; a "Fashions of a Century" show at the high school

sponsored by the Washington Township Historical Society; and a 100th anniversary

service at the 1853 Presbyterian Church on Main Street, Centerville.

Visitors expressed amazement at the display of historic articles on exhibit at the

high school, some suggesting that a museum should house such "priceless mementos of
county history."

Rotarian E. C. Parks of Niles, a past president of the historical society says he is

"working on it.:'
Mrs. Joseph Clark (Florence) Shinn was president of the historical society during

the centennial year. She and her family have recenfly donated to the City of Fremont the

1878 Shinn home and its four-acre garden on Peralta Boulevard at Mowry Avenue for the

city's first historic park.

THE INCORPORATION STUDY BEGINS

In May 1953, Rotarian Maurice Marks, president of the Washington Township Chamber

conducted a meeting at the county office building to discuss a survey on incorporation to

be financed by the local chambers.

He stressed that the survey, at the moment at least, was only a fact-finding project,

not a proposal for incorporation.

ti *as mentioned tirat if the township should be incorporated into The City of Wash-

in6Jton, it would constitute the first such procedure in Alameda County since 1908; and

that there had been no precedent in California for the formation of a single city from so

varied and duplicating governmental bodies.

In the summer of 1954, Alameda County Supervisors were discussing possible con-

tracts with the proposed new cities of F-remont, Newark and Uniotr City for police, fire,

street lighting, road maintenance and other services.

Community Chambers of Commerce were discussing the issues at their inclividual

sessions, with Rotarians as usdal prominent in the exchange of pro and con opinions.

On January 18, 1955, at the Niles Grammar School officers were elected for a Washing-

ton Township Incorporation Study Comrnittee. The school is just across the street from

the Veterans Memorial Building where the Niles Rotary Club received its charter in 1937.

Rotarians Wallace Pond was named chairman of the new committee and Vernon

Ellsworth, secretary.
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Wolloce R. Pond wos choirmon of the first formol committee studying
incorporoiion in Woshington Township ond wqs o chorter councilmon
in Fremont in 1956. Skerch by Roy Morro, Tribunc orri sr.
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NEWARK TNCORPORATES

Residents of Newark decided to go it alone, and on September 13, 1955 voted 1,252
to 94 to incorporate its 6.8 square mile area.

It was Alameda County's 11th city, the first to be formed since Albany was incor-
porated in 1908.

Clark Redeker, who was to become the first honorary member of the new Newark

Rotary CIub, was one of the five charter city councilmen elected. He later became mayor.

George Silliman, Newark Chamber past president, received 999 votes and was chosen

as mayor. He resigned in 1957 to become a din ctor of the Bay Area Rapid Tlansit Dis-
hict, where he still serves.

The remaining seven township communities rallied an estimated 150 organizations

for the incorporation study.

Haywanl reached southward for more land. Overlapping jurisdictions and couri
battles made it obvious that Alvarado and Decoto could not legally be included in an

initial incorporation.

The study committee changed its name to Committee for the Incorporation of Center-

ville, Niles, Irvington, Mission San Jose and Warrn Springs into the City of Fremont.

Six of the committee of 21 were Rotarians: Stuart Nixorr, chairman; Wallace Pond,

vice-chairman; Vernon Ellsworbh, secrctary and Bruce Michael, Jrck Parry and John Pihl.
A map drawn by Rotarian W. Edward Duha of Newark, was presented to Alameda

County officials and on October 12, 1955 the supervisors indicated approval of boundaries

for the proposed 99-square mile city which would completely surround Newark and extend

into the waters of South San Francisco Bay. Formal approval of the boundaries was

recorded October 25.

Pond frled as a candidate for the council.

"Letts finish the job we started," he urged in campaign speeches. "It has ceased

to be a question of whether you wish to be incorporated or not, but whether you wish to
incorporate yourself or be incorporated," he declared.

Among the other 16 candidates for the council were Rotarians Gordon Dubuque,

Bruce E. Michael and John A. Pany.
At a December 22nd Christmas dinner meeting of the Niles Chamber, George A. Mays,

chairman of the Hayward City Planning Commission and a Niles charter Rotarian said

"I am for Fremont because it offers a beautifuI opportunity for planning - master plan-

ning while the land is vacant."
Other Niles Rotarians involved in the pre-election studies were Maurice Marks, to

consider a name for the new city; Dr. Joseph Enos, finances; Michael, boundaries; Peter

Juhl, taxes; J. A. Ratekin, public services.

Others included Bain Leask, Dr. Tom Wilson, Romeo Brunelli, Edward E. Enos,

Geoffrey Steel, Judge E. A. Quaresma, J. A. McDonald, Emest Vayssie, E. C. Parks,

Richard Nicklasson, Claire Lopez, Carl Flegal, Ralph Carmichael and Dr. E. M. Grimmer.

The proposed incorporation was approved in November by 125 citizens at a mass

meeting at the Washington Union High School. Nixon announced headquarters would be

opened at the former bank building on Main Street, Centerville, at Fremont Avenue, later

to become Fremont Boulevald and Peralta Boulevard.

On December 8, the Washington Township J':nior Chamber of Commerce held a can-

didates night at the high school preceding the election set for January 10, 1956.
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A [,]N[(]Ut,. LItTY IS I]ORN

I.'II[.]MT}NT INC0RI}{}I{AT'[iS, JAN{JAIIY 10, i956

lllctropoiitan prcss and Ba.y Arca radio stations covered thc election rotrrrns at the
hcadqLr'rtcrs as wildly cheering crowds haiied thc trc:nd of returns.

Of the 7,481 registercrl votcrs,5,474 votcd;1,488 to 1,853 to incorporatc the com-
rntrnitics of Niles, Centcrvillo, Irvington, Mission San Joso andWarrn Springs into Alarneda
(lounty's twelfth citv.

'Iwo ltotiuians led the tllly - llruce Michacl and Wal lace Pond. Michael liitcr ticrtl
(whert abscntee balkits were counled) with John L. Stevcnson of Ccntcrville {br hish vole
anrl wus namecl vicc-rnayrtr with Stcvcnson as mayor.

Poncl nosctl aliead oi'Jack Parry as returns carnc in f'rorn the last few precincts and
bectrnte the fifth rnemlrcr on the council. frarry, holding sixth piace was later narncd chair-
tntrn of thc planning comtnission, lvliich also includccl Gordon Dubuque, sevcnth high on
lhc list of votes rcccived, and {)iaire l,ooez.

[. irst, CounciI Session

The city councii held its first official meeting at one minute afler midnight at rne
Waslrington lJnion Iligh Schooi cafeteria on January 24, 1956, to avoid a iapse hctwcen
county and city jurisdictions in fire, poiice and other ernergency services.

As the new city set up its various lrcards and commissions which were composed of
rnen and women who had dcmonstrated leadcrship in othcr comrnunity afiairs as wcll as
in the pre-incorporation activities, it bercame more and rnore obvious that the rncmbership
o1'the liotary (llub of Niles was playing a unique role in a unique cit5r.

ilolrcrt []iacow, a member of onc of lhc
township's oldest f'amilies and long-time bank

rnanager at Niles, was apptiinted cit17 treasurer,

a post hc stiil holds, serving without rcmri-
ireration.

Le llo-v lJroun, fbrrner Cenlerville tr,ion and

Chamber of Cornrnerce secrc'rarv, one of those
active in pre-incorporation studiers, was named

city attonle-v.

Ilotary was rcpresenled on other boards:

Joseph S. Cosla, board of appcals.
Itain i,eusk, firc conrmissiorr.

i)an 13odily', Stuart Nixon airr[ Oal<ltrncl

Rotarian George (). Itoeding, Jr., of Nilcs,
recreation commissiorr.

Maurice Marks and Fl. C. l)arks, City
Fleautiful Committee.

Narned to stucly and reconrrnenrl a business

license ordinance were John f]rahmst, Parks,
Walter Sletten and Walter Chrysler.

Chqrter member Robert Blocow os he
took the ooth of office qs treqsurer of
the new City of Fremont on Jonuory

24, 1956; o position he sti ll holds;
serving withoul poy.
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'l'o assist thc planning conrurission in recornntending a master plan, liarl Jacl<son,

[]ert Loosrnore, John Pihl and Nixon.

Ilarry Olsson, Loosmore, Dan l3odily, tld Flnos and ltay lloege, industrial cotnmission'

Others who were added to these groups in subsequent years werc Geoffrey Stecl,

Parks, Carl Flegal and Anthony Scafani, planning; Ohrysler, board of appcals; Gcorge

Kritikos ancl Loosmore, recreation; Frank Serpa and llrnest Vayssie, City lleautiful Com-

mittee; I)r. W. F . Lamoretrx, historical architectural rcview boaud; Vernon Ellsworth, waber

advisorv conrmittee.

Ciiy Ilall Moves

Two small rooms in the Alameda County Office building were designated as the

city hall, later rnoved to its present location, a former school in Mission San Jose on

Mission Tloulevard, where the council held its first meeting in its new and present

location on September 11, 1956.

The old Mission Son Jose Grommor School on Mission Blvd.

hos served os the city holl since September 1956.

Fremont's 1g56 city hall is only a short distance from the Mission Strn Jose de

Guadalupe where the Padres started in 179? the development of the area which became

Alameda County 56 years later.

At the end of Fremont's first year, a birthday dinner dance was held at Castlewootj

under the sponsorship of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, lhen headed by Claude Young.

president.

ri,i
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UNION CXTY

Three years after the creation of the City of Fremont, the two remaining unincor-
porated Washington Township communities, Alvarado and Decoto, were at last successfui
in the formation of their own city, the l3th in Alameda County.

The name chosen for the 8% square mile municipality was Union City, commemorative
of one of the earlyday settlements which preceded the town of Alvarado.

Efforts had been made to annex the two communities to Fremont prior to the election
on January 13, 1959.

Rotary's J. A. Ratekin was elected to the council, where he still serves, later be-
coming mayor. The high vote went to Tom Kityama, nationaily-known carnation grower,
who polled 701 votes in the 837 to 220 refums which approved the incorporation.

Ratekin's name was added to the list of members of the Niies Rotarv Club who have
been represented in the charber governments of the three cities they helped to create.

I'n November 1962, Union City annexed frve square miles of sloping hill lancl east of
Mission Boulevard, increasing the city's area to 13 square miles. It includes the historic
Decoto which was named in honor of the pioneer family which has contributed severaj
noted citizens to the Bay Area, and Alvarado, where Alameda County's first county seat
was located.

The site of the first "court house," a room above a store at Smith and Levee Streets
was officially marked with a bronze plaque during the Alameda Countv Centennial cele-
tnation in 1953.

s
ANOTF{ER ROTARY CLUB

Eight days after the Union City incorporation, a new Rotary Club embracecl rne
Alvarado and Decoto areas when the South Hayward Rotaav Club was charbered on Januarv
21, 1959.

Two years later, when the Newark Rotary Club was charterecl in June 1961, under
the sponsoiship of the Niles club, only five of the original eight township communities
which had been served by the 1937 club remained - Niles, Centerville, Irvington, Vission
San Jose and Warm Springs, now constituting the City of Fremont.

*

1962

As Fremont nears her sixth birthday, January 23, 1g63, the tempo of change in-
creases. History is being made faster than it can be recorded.

During the past six years, members of the Rotary Club of Niles have filled nearly
100 positions on councils, commissions, toards or committees in the three new citres
they helped create.

There were 78 names on the membership roster of Rotary in 1956. Of these 44
represented those who were connected in some way with the Fremont incorporation study
or procedure. Ten others who later became members of Rotary were added to city fiies in
addition to four prior members, some of whom had withdrawn but are again on the Rotary
Iist.
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In addition lo these 58, W. Edward Dutra had served as Newark's first city engineer,

and J. A. Ratekin as charter councilntan and laber mayor at Union City.

This number does not include those who have assisted the Fremont Chamber of

Commerce.

Resides ttre volunteers, Rotary is represented by former member F. Robert Coop,

Fremont's firrst city mimager who resigrred, accepting a position as Chief of Public

Sen'ices in the U. S. State Department's technical assistance progranl in Yugoslavia;

Ilowand Reese, Coop's successor, and Richard E. "Dick" Condon, Fremont's first

rxrlice chief who has retired.

Moyors of the three cities Rotorions helped to incorporote ore (from left) Grl Flegol,

I962 moyor of Fremont (resigned November 2Q, 1962); J. A. Rotekin, Union City, ond

Clork Redeker, Nework, former moyors ond chorter city councilmen still serving.
Lomorcux photo.

tr

/

A FOURTH ROTARY MAYOR. JACK PARRY (left),

plonning commission, became mcyor on November 27,

Corl Flcgol. GEOFFREY STEEL (right), vice-choirmon

oppointed to succeed Flegol on the city Council.

who wos choirmon of Fremont's first

1962, upon the resignotion of Moyor

of the I962 plonning commission,wos
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\\ithin thc Dast $t't'lt. tlrc of'f iciirl r{)st{-,r iit tht, l-ru'rlorit ('ity Hiill r.lrrirr*r,il t,, irrl,i t*,,
Inorer llanl(rs to llritirrl,'s rosLcr ol'c.itr irf'fir,iirIs.

on Novernlxrr 20 \1,r.r ('trrl t,'lcgal re,sil,nerl r*cuus.'f'
llcrsonal llusincss. Ile hirrrrlcrl the gavc'l to Vice,-\laror Jac.k [)arr,,
thc council nanrerl I)itrrv rnal,r, tht, ('.Lrrth nrc,rnlrr of. tire yilt,:
rlcsignatcrl in tlrc' tlrrcc citit's.

A f<rrtncr Ilotitriarl , (lt'of'fit'r'Strc'1, vic'c-c'hairnan of the Frcnrorrt I)lanning ('rrnrnr.-
sion, n'as narnerl to fill l.-lc'grrl's lcnn, to havc crpirc'rl in April l9{'i1.

Ilaving an actttc rlislilie'frrr lrc'irrg lichinrl the ne'*s instca<l ol on triir,l'it. r1 st,lf'
dcfc'nse n'c sct this rla.1', Novcrnlx'r 28, 1962 as the cut-ofI'tlate,frtr this stort. ho'ing
that nothing elsc: rtf front-pagt'rlirlension rlill occur n'ithin the ncxt ('c\\ rlars lx.f.re the
first ctlition is off thc rrrcss.

The crrrrcnt rosLer of liotiuv at the Frcmont ('itv Hall n.rv inclutles:

IUa5,or Jack parry

Clounci lman Geoffrey SLecl
'frcasurer Robert []lacow,

Planning Commission - Claire lropez, charter pianner. resisned Julr, 1962
Ilecrcation Comrnission - Fl. Cuv Clouser

cunently being used for city meetings. .l'his

slnrctcd, overlooks tlre Stivers Lagoon area
civic center, park, municipal golf course and a

tttc'ft,it.irtg tlt,riliur,i.',!
. trnrl 'rn \' )\ t.llrlr(,f l;
Iir'rtitn ( ltrir t,r lr, :,r

lV. Sroltz
I.-. Lamoreux and Norman IIalc

was opened as a contmunitr. center. antl is
building, the first that i:'remont has con-

where a cornpler *hich norrld inclucle the
rvildlife refuge has lie en proposed.

Civil Service lloard - [iev. Noel Clover and F.recl
Ilistrrrical Architectural Ileview Iloard - I)r. W.

City t3eautiful Committee - Frank Serpa

\\'ater.Arlvisory Comnrittce - \'cnton I.lllsrrorLh
sister city (lonrnrittec - l\laurice \larks antl \Villianr var] I)()onl

During the past yeeu, lvlayor Flegal officialli.'\'elcomcd Frernont's 60,000t1r resiclenr
compared to ab'ut 22,000 when the city was incorporated in 1956.

Last May, the $ 97,000 reoeation buildinc

I

i

The first buiiding construcred by rhe City

Boiliin.-q ot

c{ Fr"morit i,ss

Centrol Pork.

4:]

the Ccnnunicy Recreotion



A consultant, retained due to the generosity of Miss olive Hyde, Fremont resident

who donated $2,000 for a study of the area, is currently reporting his suggested plan to

numerous city groups.

ln september, state, city and county officials attended groundbreaking ceremonies

for the Fremont Boys Club, headed by H. Guy Clouser, president'

In October, the first buildings in the central business district at Mowry Avenue and

Fremont Boulevard were oPened.

Nearly a year ago, Fremont's 10,000th building permit had been issued for a new

bank. The first permit was issued in November 1957, coincident with the opening of

the city's building inspection department.

In 1961, Elwood weitmann, Rotary's 26th president, headed a committee of 61'

including 13 Rotarians, which successfully promoted a $1,700,000 bond election for new

frre halls, traffic safety devices and street improvements'

Fellow-Rotarians assisting weitmann and Dan Bodily, co-chairman' were Ed Enos,

Dr. Lyle Buehler, Ralph carmichael, ceasar DiGiulio, Vemon Ellsworbh' carl Flegal,

Earl Jackson, Maurice Marks, Jack Parry, E. C. Parks, and Judge E. A. Quaresma.

During the preceding yetr, 1960, an $8,000,000 bond proposal had been defeated,

many saying that the amount was too large, the separate issues not understood and that

the campaign had failed because of political controversy'

Assisting in that project were Don Querner, Gordon Dubuque, Dr. Tom wilson and

Dr. Ralph Alperin.

TONY SCAFANI, Niles school distri ct super'
intendeni, secrefory of the Niles Club, 1958-
19 62.
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..TI{E PAST IS PROLOGUE''

In this section of California, years do not "end" - rather, spring begins as the
lvinter rains green the hills and the first spring blossoms appear in the gardens.

It is so with Rotary, whose calendar tnidges the dividing line of the years arid
"old" presidents find their new calendars filled with projects canied over the Christmas
holidays or being initiated as new year resolutions.

The Niles club's 26th president, Elwood Weitmann, has a full agenda.
Discussed during the past year and pending for consideration on the community

service calendar, (for whatever assistance Rotarians wish to offer) are such projects
as the proposed small boat harbor on the Newark Slough; a municipal airport; develop-
ment of recreational areas in Niles Canyon and along the Alameda Creek as it winds
through the city to the Bay, future recreational and water conservation uses of the
numemus gravel excavations in the city; air pollution control; development of a civic
center and the proposed wildlife refuge; routes for rapid transit and freeways through or
around Fremont; redistricting of schools and expansion of housing and commercial
facilities to accommodate an estimated 200,000 population before another quarter century
has passed.

*

FREMONT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Also offering a medium for city-building is the FYemont Chamber of Commerce,
organized in April 1956, a few months after the city was incorporated.

Three of its subsequent.presidents have been Rotarians.
These were John Brahmst, 1958; Ralph carmichael, 1g60; and Dan Bodily, 1961.
During the first year, Vemon Ellsworth served as secretary. Others on committees

or boards included J. A. Ratekin, Brahmst, Dr. w. F. Lamoreux, George Mays, John
Hillman, c. w. Kraft, A. s. Enos, Bert Loosmore, Hany olsson, Gordon Dubuque,
Maurice Marks and Harry Querner.

The 74 directors this year include 30 Rotarians.

*

IN RETROSPECT

The space allotted for this pleasant chore has been exhausted. If the repetition of
names and minor events appears tedious, it has been intentional - _

To paraphrase Winston Churchill's World War II declaration regarding the pilots of
the R'A.F. who drove the Luftwaffe from the skies above England: Seldom has so much
been "owed by so many to so few."

Even aft,er having watched first-hand the tireless efforts of those few whose names
are repeated so frequently in this simple quarter-cenhrry story of eight country neighbor-
hoods, the things that they have accomplished, in summation seem amazing . even in
the light of the community service records of thousands of Rotary clubs throughout the
world.

f
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Regretably, another part of Rotary has bccn ornitted hcrc in the intercst of brevity -
the good stories, the fellowship, the Rotary Annc luncheons and the dinner parties, bingo,

Iteno and golf, l)rnest Vayssie's Rotary Christrnas parties for the children at St. Mary of

the Palms, the May Day celebration at Dixon's school, the color slides and travel pictures

of Will l,anroreux, Mauricc Marks, Gene Grau, [,]arl Jackson and a lot of others.

We can lhlnk of no moie fitting finis as we write "thirty" than to quote in part, the

words of Ilcrbert J- Taylor, Ilotary International president, as he wrote in the 50th anni-

versary edition of 'l'he llotarian, Febnrary 1955:

"It is never easy to determine beginnings. The very word 'hislory' comes from a

Greek word meaning 'inquiry'. We must question the past.

"shakespeare drew the plots for some of his greatest plays from the ancient Grecian

biographer Plutarch, and acknowledging his debt, the great bard causes one of his

characters to say that,'What is past is prologue.'

"Behind us lies the panorama of a half century. If we should look upon this era in

smug satisfaction, the purpose of our celebration would be lost.

"The youthful mind is impressionable; the mature mind has become set . Rotary

is a social movement and as such is in danger of the blighting effects of precedent.

"But Rotary is an organization of business men, and modern business is almost

revolutionary in its thoughts and methods. If Rotary is to realize its proper destiny, it
must be evolutionary at all times, revolutionary on occasions.

"Keep on with that Boy Scout troop, that trade association, that project for helping

students from abroad . . . keep looking for new fields of service.

"If we can find such inspiration in this anniversary, then these years of the past

will indeed be but a prologue to a greater, more active future."

Niles Rotary presidents since 1957 have been (from left) Ralph Carmichael, 1957-58:

Dan Bodily, 1959-60; Judson Taylor, 1958-59; Richard Brunelli, 1961-62; Earl Jackson,

1960-61 and Elwood Weitmann, 1962-6J. L omoreux phoio

@
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PAST PRE$DENTS AND SECRETARIES

PRESIDENTS

i

I

T

CHARLES W. KRAFT

DR. THOMAS C. TVILSON

EDWIN FENTON GLASSBROOK

GEORGE L, SMITH

JUDGE ED\{ARD A. QUARESMA

GEORGE M. STRATTON

LESTER RUSSELL BURDICK

JOSEPH C. BUCHEN

DELL QUINCY GRABILL

ELMER DIXON BRISTOW

RICHARD ALBERT JOLLY

WARREN EDWARD GRAVESTOCK

EDWARD E. ENOS

DR. WELFORD FORREST LAMOREUX

PETER D, JUHL

CLIFFORD KINDRED DENNIS

RICHARD NICKLASSON

HARL EY BRADL EY

JOHN BRAHMST

CHARLES GORDON DUBUQUE

RALPH EMERSON CARMICHAEL

JUDSON E. TAYLOR

DAN BODILY

EARL E. JACKSON

RICHARD ROMEO BRUNELLI

ELWOOD WEITMANN

TWENTY.SIXTH PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY

1962-63

t DECEASED

WI TH DRAWN

TRANSFERRED TO NEWARK CLUB

SECRETARIES

X RICHARD C. ATTINGER

EDWARD E. ENOS

E. DIXON BRISTOW

RICHARD JOLLY

J. A. McDONALD

RALPH CHAPMAN

PETER D. JUHL

CLIFFORD DENNIS

RICHARD NICKLASSON

VERNON ELLSWORTH

WILLIAM HELM

JUDSON TAYLOR

ANTHONY SCAFANI

ANTHONY SCAFANI

1937-38 "/'
1938-39

1939 -10

1910-11

19 41-12

19 12-13

1913-11

19 11-15

1915-16

19 46-17

19 47 -18

19 18-19

1949-50

1950-5 r

l9s l -52

1952-53

1953-54

1954-55

r955-s5

1956-57

I957-58

|ss8-ss /
1959-60

1960-6 I

igot-az I

*

t

+

X

I

I
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rlta

Charles V. Kraft, t'Chuck"

Terra Cotta llanu lacturing

* E. F. Glassbrook. "Tedtt
ll un i c i Pa l' ll' a ter S eru ic e

* Richard C. .{ttinger, "Dick"
Re t'ine tl Oi I Protluc ts'Re ta i I in g

Thomas C. Wilson, "Tom"
D e ntistry

Dixon Bristow' "Dixontt 
ducation-pubric schoors

Edgar C. Dawson, "Doct'
Ph,-sician

Robert A. Blacow, ttBobtt

Bankin g

George Bonde' "otot*"o;r, 
ding .tate:riars

Henry O. \lcCormick, "Nlac"
Reiined Oil Products =

Eugene C. Grau. !'Doc"

SurgerY

Clark .{. Griffin, "Griff"
Hotels

x John Kimber, "John"

x George ltays, "Georgett

CHARTER MEMBERS

OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF NILES

DECEMBER g, IglI

CHARTER DINNER HELD AT

VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING, NILES

Sponsored By

Rotory Club of Hoyword

- Retail

Distribution

President

Vice-president

Secre tary-treasurer

'. 
Sergea-nt-at-arms

Director

Poultry Breeding

TiIe Pipe Manufacturing

* Julius J Vieux' "JulJr'""rur. 
Appriance Distribution

* Fred v' Jones' "F' vtlt 
Insrrance - Fire

George Smith, "Georgett
Roo t'ing Tile Mdnu facturin g

(Copied from the cliarter night program.)
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Seven of the sixteen charrer members stiil active in the Nires Club
after 25 years meet under the big wheer at the Kitchen, a few days before
the Silver Anniversary dinner. From left, George Ronde, George Smith, Rob
Blacow, charter President Chuck Kraft, Dixon Bris tow, Gene Grau and
Tom Wilson.
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Elrvood Weifmon,

Richord Brunelli,

Anthony Scofoni,

Cloudc Spcncer,

1962 -
Prcsident

VicePresident

Secretory

Trcosurer l

1963 0FFICERS

Brod Agrello, Dircctor
Rcv. Noel Glover, Direclor
John Hillmon, Direclor
CoesEr DiGui lio, Director
Williom von Doorn, Director

MEMBERSTIIP

l

Brod Agrcllo, Building i{oinfenonce

Gordon Agrcllo, Additionol Aetive

Morrin L. Allcn, Woter Sup. lnig. Wosre Disp.

Frqnk Amsbough, M;edicol Lob.

Clorcncc Angcl, Lond DeveloPrnenf

Poul Arnold, Cost lron PiPe Mfg-

Tom Borlow, Petroleum Distriburor

Robcri Blocow, Senior Active

Dcn Bodily, Contiocting, Residenliol

Roymond Bocge, Engineer,tsanitary

Gcorgc Bondc, Sr., Senior Active 
:

Gcorgc Bondc, Jr., Senior Acfive

John Brohmst, Contracting' Electric

Dixon Bristow, Post Serviie

Richord Brunclli, Autos,'Retoil,.Add. Act-,,

Romco Brunelli, Aufos, Retoil

Joscph Buchen, Senior Active

Gcorgc Compball; Choin Mlg.

Rolph Cormichocl, Poultry Breeding,'Add. Act.

Hony Ccsori, lnsurance,'H & A

Hcnry Clousct, Cru.shed Stone Disf.

Dovid Cronc, Banktng'Home Fin.

Goif Dovid, H.ome for rhe Aged

Cqcsot Di Giulio, Garoge

W. Edwatd Dvtta, Engineeilng, Civil

Vcmon Ef lsworth, lnsuronce, Fire

Edword Enos, Scnior Aclive
,Joecph Enos, M. D. Sonitoriuis

Hcrof d Forio, Agriculture

Horry Fcinbcrg, Jewclcr, Reloll

Corf Ffcgol, Accovnting, CPA

Hol Fudcnnc, Produce, ShlPPing

R. H. Gcdc, Rood Building Mat'ls

Nocl Glovcr, Mlnlster, Protestdnl

Eugcnc Grot, il|'. D. SurgerY

Nomon Holc, Architect

Lcwi r Horpcr, Tclephonc Scrvice

Jomcr Hill, Htghwoy A{oinfenonce

John Hillmon, Plostic Mfg.

Richord Hip:kind, Boy Scouls of Amerlco

Eorf Jqckron, Concretc PiPe Mfg.

Richord Jolly, Phormocist

Arthur Kipp, Flbre PIpe Mlg. Add Act'

Chorlcs Kroft, Senior Aclive

George Kritikos, Household .Sforoge

lValford Lomoreux, Senior Active

Robert Lcnce{ield, Generol Low

F. W. Lorsen, Point Distfibutor

Boin Leosk, Senior Active

Kenneth Lee, Operofiv" DentistrY

Bert Loosmore, Gds & Elecr. Disr.

Cfoire Lopez, Solt Producing

Stebf er Loze,.Adult Educolion

Howord Mocrum, Point Retoil

Mourice Morks, Senior Active

John McDonold, Eleetrlc Ponel M:(g.

Ri chord McDonold, Trciler Mfg.

Arrhur Meikleiohn, Tirle Engineer

Bruce Michqel, lnvestmenl Sec.

,Thomoi Murphy, Funera!' Dite,ctlot

lVof tcr Ookcy, Banking, Commerciol

Efbcrt Pcrks, Reol Estote Agency

John Porry, illeot. Processing

Wof f occ Pond, Druggist

Edword Quorcsmo, Senior Active

Don Qucmcr, Pottery, Petoil ,

Horry Qucmcr, Reslouronf

John L. Rolckin, Sugor Producing

Howord Rcese, Public Admin.

lVilliqm Rodcs, Additionol Active

Anthony Scofoni,'Educotion, Elem.

Michqcl Schofcr, *{. D. Pediofrics

Fronk Sc4c, Nursery

Eugcnc Smith, fV 8 AppJionce Soles

Gcorgc Smilh, Senior Active

Lcon Solon, Service Stotion

C. V. Spcncct, Additional Acfive

Robclt Stcworl, Dept. Store

Judson Toylor, Educotion Secondory

Dolc Turncr, Concrete Soles

Williom von Doorn, Poper Box lvl{g.

Ef wood Wcilmonn, Bonking Trust

Tom Wilson, Dentist, Swg*Y
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FORMER MEMBERS OF

John Kimber' I938
J. A, Silva, 1939

Dick Day, 1940
F, V. Jones, 1940
Fred Woods, I940
E. C. Dawson, 1941

R. L. Attinger, 194?
C. A. GrilIin, 1942
Duncan Kerr, 1942
Leonard Osmond, I94Z
Ray Peterson, lP42
Barton Webb, I94Z
EarI Wi1ms, l!43
John Stojanovich, 1944
Maurice OrBrien, 1945 ti

L. R. Burdick, 1946
Wallace Ebright, 1946
D. Q. Grabill, 1946

Marion Newman, I946
John Berchem, 1947 *
Quayle Collinson, 1947 *
Lanoy Hazel, IJ47
D. E. Meeker,1947
Stanley Milholland, 1947
Lou Musick, 1947

Ceorge Stratton, 1947
J, J. Vieux, 1947
Edmund Demler, I948
Joseph Gomes, 1948
Kenneth Henry, 1948

George Mays, 1948

Rinaldo Cozzi, 1949
Don Driscoll, 1949

E. A. Ellsworth, 1949
E, H. Frick, 1949
E. F. Glassbrook, 1949
Donald Kirkbride, 1949 ,1.

Mac McCormick, 1949 *
Ralph Chapman, 1950
PauI Focht, 1950

RECORD AND YEAR THEY LEFT CLUB

Keith Whipple, 1!50
Walter Emes, l95l
James Graham, 1951
Monford Kruger, 1951
Fred Melhase, 1951
Jed Oxborrow, 1!5I
L, R. Batman, 195?
Clarence Crane, 1952
Warren Gravestock, 1952
Howard Stewart, 1952
rrifalter Chrysler, 1!53
John Galvin, 1953

E1wood Leach, 1953
Frank McMahon, I953
Joseph Rose, 1953

George Williamson, 1953
Kenneth Bruner, 1!54
Bernard Callery, 1954
Wayne Davis , l9 54
Clifford Dennis, 1954
E. E. Dias, 1954
Clarence Graham, 1954
Cecil Rhodes, 1954

H. F. Anderson, 1957
Jack Mclntyre, 1957

John Pihl, 1957

ueorrrey bteeI, Iy5l
Clifford Tinsley, 1957
Robert Coop, 1958
Joe Costa, 1958
William He1m, 1958
Frank Howe, 1958
Ray Moran, lP58
Claude Young, I958
Ray Cordray, 1959
Leo DeCaen, 1959
Stuart Nixon, 1959

Harry Olsson, 1!5P
Gordon Simmons, I959
Walter sletten, 1959

Ernest Vayssie, I959
William Weeks, 1959
Wes l,Yilson, 1959
Lyle Buehler, I960
Elwood John, 1960
R. W, Johnsonr 1960
Ben Morello, I960
Ralph Afperin, 1961
Cal English, 1961

Dalton Gildersleeve, 1961
Dale Isenberg, l96I
King Peterson, 1961
William Waddill, 1961

John Whipple, l96l
Dick Condon, 1962

J, B. Crawford,1962
Anthony Enos, 1962

Paul Ramm, 1962
Kermit Schaaf , 1962

Robert TayLor, 1962
BiIl Wentwort]n, 1962
Tom Woods, 1962

Paul Shipman I954
Gerald Sletten, 1954
John Taber, 1954
Virgil Young, 1954
Peter Juhl, I955

'--Andy Rasmussen, I955
Larue Sorenson, 1955

C. Wahlquist, 1955
Harley Bradley, l!56
Frank Carcot, 1956

Ray DeBolt, 1956 *
Roscoe Borrows, 1956
Mark Ellsworth, 1956
James Eubanks, 19 56

E, M, Grimmer, I956
Gilbert Miller, 1956
Anthony Pinto, 1956

* Deceased

TRANSFERRED TO NEWARK CLUB, T96I

Francis Cauhape
lvlike Cimino
Larry Conrad
C. G. Dubuque
Jmes Estep

' Don Hartquist
Clarence Lesser
Elmer Marks
Richard Nickl.asson
Fred Stoltz

Alan Woodhill
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